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Off and on, during the entire period they were together, Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas wrote

each other little love notes. Calling her "wifey" and most often addressing her as "baby precious,"

Stein scribbled her love for Toklas in quick moments of unself-conscious desire. And on occasion,

Toklas penned or typed letters back to her "husband." Because the couple was virtually

inseparable, the notes were written and exchanged at home.Baby Precious Always Shines presents

selections from this previously unpublished correspondence. In first-person documentation, in direct

address, these brief mantralike enticementsâ€”tender, beseeching, funny and game, sexually

charged and sincere, quotidian and queerâ€”disclose the intimacies of a deeply committed, very

rare, and at the same time, very ordinary marriage between two of the twentieth century's most

famous women. Toklas called their notes "a beautiful form of literature." They are indeed, and when

pieced together, they create a tantalizing mosaic, a portrait of a marriage that helped shape the

course of modernism and modern lesbianism.
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Just imagine having your love notes found, analyzed and published for the world to see? Well, this

is it. One of the world's most famous and iconic couples' lyrical notes to each other are here for all

to share. Should it have been done? Some may say 'no', but considering the fact that they are by

Stein, one of the most well-known, unread writers in history, and Toklas, whose place in history

largely hinges on her hashish fudge, I'd say 'why not?' These ladies have long been used to public



curiosity and scrutiny and became household names during their 1934-35 visit to the US. The

introductory essay alone, though scholarly, is worth the price of admission---"Having a cow" will take

on a whole new meaning in your vocabulary!

What a hoot! Kay Turner has done it again, producing a book that's both entertaining and

eye-opening -- a delightful-as-usual combination of the scholarly and hilarious. Brava! A wonderful

gift for and/or from yer girlfriend.

How wonderful to read about the emotions of what is sometimes considered to be "deviant" love. I

believe they would each be honored to know that their true relationship is public and, for the most

part, that people are touched by their genuine caring for each other. I highly recommend this book,

especially for those people who find it hard to understand relationships between same-sex couples.

Excellent!!
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